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Now Paul begins the fourth chapter again with the reminder that he is a

prisoner of the Lord, and I beseech you, [I beg you, I implore
you] that you walk worthy of the vocation wherewith you are called (4:1).
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Now, notice this is the first mention now that Paul makes of your
response to God. He has spent three chapters telling you what God has done for
you, of what God has given to you, of what God has provided for you. He has
spent three chapters unfolding the glorious mysteries of God’s love and grace
and goodness. How God has reached out to you, you Gentiles who were once
alienated and far away, and He has brought you near. Now after spending the
three chapters telling you all that God has done, now he turns around and he

says, "Now you walk worthy."
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One of the problems in the church is that we have been emphasizing the
walk first. We have been trying to get people to walk before they even know how
to sit. Paul gets us firmly seated in Christ in heavenly places and now he says,
"Now walk. You learned how to sit, now walk." In a little while as we get to the
sixth chapter, he is going to say, "Now stand."
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And so as another author of Ephesians has divided it, he spent three
chapters telling you of the wealth and of the riches you have in Christ. Now he is
going to spend a couple of chapters telling you about the walk that you should
have. And then he will spend the last chapter telling you about the warfare that
you are in. So the wealth, the walk and the warfare of the believer. Ruth Paxon
divides the book of Ephesians that way. Watchman Nee divides it in sit, walk,
stand.
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But it is important to note that God's work for us is, first of all, mentioned
before our response to God. So opposite to the religions which teach man to do
his work in order that God might respond to him. If we are in that works-
response, I work that God might respond syndrome, we will never have the full
relationship with God that He desires to have, nor will we ever enjoy the riches

that God wants to bestow upon us.
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Because our works are always going to be failing and feeble. It is God's
work that matters, not mine. It is my response to God which is important, not
trying to get God to respond to me. God has already initiated, and God is the

initiator; man is the responder. So many times man seeks to reverse that in the
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preaching, making man the initiator and God the responder. Such is not the case.
Such is not the gospel. There is no gospel in that. The gospel is that God initiated:
God so loved that He gave, and that man responds. We love Him because He

first loved us.
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The love of Christ constrains me. I am responding to that constraining
love. So any work that I try to do for God that does not come from a responsive
base is unacceptable. Any work that I try to do to gain favor, any work that I try
to do to gain merit, to gain points, to gain righteousness is of no avail. It is only
that work that flows freely as I am responding to God and His grace and His
goodness to me that has any real eternal merit or value. We need to get this
correct theology or else we are going to really be missing out on all that God is

wanting for us and wanting to do for us.
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You do not initiate the relationship with God. He has initiated it. You
need to respond to it. You cannot make God love you more. He loves you

supremely. You need to respond to it.
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When I am responding to God then I am not really getting all puffed up in
my works and boasting in them and going around and bragging about all that I

have been doing for God.
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All T am doing is responding to love that is...I just can't handle.
Overwhelming love, I respond to it. So it isn't, “Oh, I have given so much for
God or I have sacrificed so much for the Lord. You can't believe how much I
have given to the Lord.” No, no, no. The person who has the true relationship
with God is going around saying, "You can't believe all that God has done for
me. I can't believe His goodness. Listen, you will never believe what the Lord did

for me this week."
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They are always talking about what God has done, and what I do is
nothing, man. It is just a response to this glorious grace that I have received
through Jesus Christ.
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Respond now to God. Let your walk be in keeping with what you are.
God has called you to be His child, that you might in the endless ages to come

experience the richness of His grace and mercy and love towards you in Christ.



Now respond to that by living in a manner that is fitting that of a child of God.
Live like a child of God.

Don't live like the devil, you did that long enough. Now start living like a
child of God, which you are through Jesus Christ. Respond to it.

How am I to live?
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With all lowliness and meekness (4:2),

I am to live as Jesus Christ.

=
L e

e

I = kAL (4:2),
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Do you remember when Jesus said, "Come unto Me all ye that labor and
are heavy laden and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn of
Me, for I am meek and lowly of heart"(Matthew 28-29)? Now how are we to
walk?

In all lowliness and meekness (4:2),
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Now, this is really the natural response to the real understanding of the

grace of God for me, and my unworthiness of it.
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If T am doing my works trip, then involved in the works is the bragging
and the boasting and the glorying of what I am and what I have done. But when
I realize what God has done for me, what God is offering to me, this glorious
grace of God of which I am so totally undeserving and unworthy, the affect that I

have is that of lowliness and meekness.
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As Paul said, "That God should choose me, less than the least of all of the
saints to bestow this abundant glory that I should preach the unsearchable riches
of Christ” (Ephesians 3:8). That man who truly understands what God has done
is humbled by what God has done. The man who has had a true confrontation
with God is humbled by that confrontation. Walk with all lowliness and
meekness.
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Now I am thinking of a certain TV evangelist who seems to have
purchased so much time on television. Some people have come up and asked me
what my opinion of him is. Well, from what I have observed, which is not very
much, because I have a hard time taking it, if I am commanded as a child of God
to walk in lowliness and meekness, if I am commanded as a child of God to walk
in love, then these are characteristics that I do not observe. So the whole ministry

must come into question.
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I am to walk with all lowliness and meekness.

with long-suffering, forbearing one another in love (4:2);
he RE Aéd S Gstolode,

L FEoZ AF I A AZ §HElar (4:2);

What a glorious way to walk.

Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace
(4:3).
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I am not to be cursing all of the government officials, the FCC and all of
the ministers that don't go along with me. “Endeavoring to keep the unity of the

Spirit in the bond of peace.” I should be constantly seeking the unity of the Spirit
within the body of Christ.
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Now it is sad to me that man has so divided the body of Christ and built
his fences and in some cases block walls. “We are the people, everybody else is
false and wrong, we have the truth.” They build up these barriers and these

walls around themselves.
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A few months ago I received a letter where I was invited to speak at a

certain denominational meeting. And I got a letter this week after I responded. I



thought, “Well, that is interesting. I will accept that.” And so I wrote a letter of
acceptance, and I got a letter back this week from the minister who had invited
me to speak and he said, "I am awfully sorry, but when I brought up your name,
a lot of the ministers were afraid that some of our ministers might be influenced
by you. And because you believed in the validity of the gifts of the Spirit, it
might draw some of them away. So they decided that they don't want you to
speak.” Sad.
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There is only one body, there is only one Spirit, there is only one
hope of our calling; there is only one Lord, there is only one faith, there is
only one baptism, there is only one God and Father of all, who is above all,
and through all, and in you all (4:4-6).
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There should be a unity in the body of Christ. And the thing I like about
being non-denominational or inter-denominational is that it does give us a
comfortable posture whereby we can accept and love and feel free to fellowship
with anybody from any denomination who really believes in Jesus Christ. Now,
there are some denominations that will not accept the baptism of another
denomination.
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Some churches that will not accept the baptism of another church. “Oh,
you were baptized by them. Well, you will have to be baptized again before we
can receive you into membership.” There are some churches that have closed
communion. When they pass the broken bread you can't take it unless you are an
approved member of that church. Walls by which the body of Christ is divided.
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“One baptism.” That is, we were all baptized unto Jesus Christ. We
weren't baptized unto Paul, or Apollos, or Peter. We really weren't baptized a
Baptist, or a Christian church, or a Methodist, or Catholic. We should have been
baptized into Jesus Christ, not into a church. Because a church cannot save you.
There is only one baptism, and that is the baptism into Jesus Christ. If you were
baptized into a church, then I would encourage you to just be baptized into Jesus

Christ. “One baptism, one faith, one Lord, one God and Father.”
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But to every one of us is given grace according to the measure of
the gift of Christ (4:7).

2] ZFApgol Al 2] =m0 JE L] PR 25E T4 (4:7).

I love this. What is the measure of grace? The gift of Jesus Christ. And
every one of us is given a measure or given grace according to the measure of the
gift of Jesus Christ.
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Paul said, "If God spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us
all, how much more then shall He not freely give us all things?"
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You see, again, when I come to God for my needs, I think, “Oh, I don't
know if God is willing to do this much for me.” Well, how much is God willing
to do for me? He is willing to send His only begotten Son to die for me, now do
you need more than that?
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So grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.

Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity
captive, and gave gifts unto men. (Now he that ascended, what is it but
that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? He that
descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he
might fill all things.) (4:8-10)
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What is he talking about? “The one who has ascended is the same one
who descended into the lower parts of the earth and when He ascended far
above all the heavens that He might fill all things.” They came to Jesus one day
and they said, "Show us a sign." And Jesus said, "A wicked and an adulterous
generation seeks after a sign, but there will no sign be given to it, except the sign
of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of
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the whale, so must the Son of God be three days and three nights in the heart of
the earth.”
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When on the day of Pentecost the people were gathered and Peter stood
up to preach to them, he identified his subject as Jesus of Nazareth. “A man who
proved that He was from God because of the signs and the wonders that He did
in the midst of you, who you, according to the predetermined counsel and
foreknowledge of God, with your wicked hands have crucified and slain. But
God raised Him from the dead, because it was not possible that He could be held
by it. For the scripture said, “Thou will not leave my soul in hell, neither will you
allow the Holy One to see corruption.” And we testify unto you that God did not
leave His soul in hell, but He has been raised again” (Acts 2:22-32).
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Jesus, in Luke's gospel chapter 16, said, “There was a certain rich man,
who fared sumptuously every day. And there was also a poor man who was

brought daily and laid at his gate, full of sores, and the dogs were licking his

sores. And the poor man died and was carried by the angels into Abraham's
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bosom. More also the rich man died, and in hell he lifted up his eyes, because he
was in torment. And he saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus there being
comforted. And he said, ‘Father Abraham, would you send Lazarus that he may
take some water and touch my tongue with it, because I am tormented in this
heat.” But Abraham said. ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you had the good
things, and Lazarus the evil. Beside that, there is a gulf between us that is fixed,
and it is impossible for those that are here to come over there or for those that are
there to come over here.” He said, ‘If that be the case, then I pray, please send
Lazarus back that he might warn my brothers, lest they come to this horrible
place.” Abraham said, ‘They have the law and the prophets. If they will not
believe the law and the prophets, neither would they believe even if one should
come back from the dead.””
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Jesus tells us that prior to His death, Hades was separated into two
compartments: in one compartment those who were being tormented, the
unrighteous; in the other compartment those who were being comforted in
Abraham's bosom. For we are told in Hebrews chapter 11, when it lists off these
great men of faith in the Old Testament, that they all died in faith not having
received the promise.
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But they saw it afar off and they embraced it, and they claimed they were
just strangers and pilgrims. But they all died in faith, not having received the
promise, because God has reserved some better thing for us that they apart from

us could not come into the perfected state.
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Now, Isaiah tells us that a part of the mission of Christ in chapter 61, to
preach the gospel unto the poor, to bind the brokenhearted, and then also to set
at liberty the captive and to open the prison doors to those that were bound. So
that when the thief on the cross said, "Lord, when You come into Your kingdom,

remember me," Jesus said, "Today you will be with Me in paradise."

ol Akot7} ol AbobA] 6170l $-2lol A 5 ce)are) Ao R
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When Jesus died, His Spirit went into Hades, but into that compartment
where Abraham was comforting those who had died in faith. As they were
awaiting the fullness of time when God would fulfill the promise of sending the
Messiah. For they all died in faith, but they could not ascend into heaven because
it was impossible that the blood of bulls and goats could put away their sins.

AN Fo e ] 1o o Se] Sof T Lejuh ofnelatol
MgoR %o ARES dratt 2ol ANAYUT. 5L shidel vAopE
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2ol 7)) ol Ll0] Brhs e AU

All they did was foreshadow the sacrifice of Jesus Christ whereby sins

could be put away and man could have access on into heaven. So Jesus preached
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to those souls that were imprisoned, and on the third day when He arose again,
He led the captives from their captivity. He opened the prison doors to those that
were bound. He led them from their captivity, and the graves of many of the
saints were opened, and they were seen walking in the streets of Jerusalem after

His resurrection from the dead, Matthew 27.

S BRAL a5 ael 2w Ao HE glon Qo] ol
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So, “He who has ascended” is the one who, first of all, descended into the
lower parts of the earth. In order to open the prison doors to those that were
bound, in order to lead those who had by faith been waiting for the Messiah in

order to lead them on into glory.

And He gave gifts unto men.

A “ehs el L2 AT = g o WA 5 obg St WiE 7R whE
TEJYT 2 s AR & £S5 dol Fa dFow WAokE Yt
AHES QRS 258 GFoR ks skl W oopEiste] iy ZHd
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And to some he gave, apostles; and to some, prophets; and to some,

evangelists; and to some, pastors and teachers (4:11);

W EEARR, S HAAER, TS B A}E AR, S HAbs
WALR FH oY (4:11);

So He anointed some men to be apostles. He anointed others to be

prophets, others to be evangelists, others to be pastor-teachers.

LA el = o ARl Al AR ﬂQHOWV’WEﬂ%]ﬂ%
AAAY, A B HAR A 2247 H A sk Al 752 e ida YT
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Now what is the purpose then of the church? What is the purpose of these
men that God has gifted? For years because of my seminary experiences and my
exposure to Oswald J. Smith and his missionary conferences, and because of my
denominational background, I thought that the primary purpose of the church

was the evangelization of the world.

SRR w3 BA o T sibde] SR FA AYEY] BH e
FU7? vl Aekae] 495 Oswald J. Smith 38 W& 2% 25 o5 9} )
SR Q) WP o the gk wal o F BA e A4S AEsEel et
B2 o,

I was always trying to preach evangelistic sermons in order that I might
evangelize the world. Because, after all, that, I was taught, was the primary
purpose of the church. As the result, the people in my congregations have been
exposed to evangelistic preaching over and over and over again. Every week
they were hearing messages on the importance of receiving Jesus Christ and
being born again, the new life that you could have in Christ. Repent, turn your

life over to Jesus, surrender your life to Him, and be saved.
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I would oftentimes have extremely powerful evangelistic messages that
the Lord had laid on my heart. I mean, I would just have my heart burning with
this message because it was so dynamic and powerful it would surely convert
the hardest sinner. I would be so excited ready to deliver this powerful message

and surely no sinner could resist.
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I would go to church and there wouldn't be a single sinner in the house.

Oh, how frustrating. I would take my frustrations out on the people. If they
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would only have been witnessing this week as they should, they would have had
some of their neighbors in church with them tonight. “You are a disgrace to God,
you are a failure,” and I'd begin to beat the sheep that were there. Jesus didn't
say, "Peter, do you love Me? Beat my sheep," yet I was. Jesus said, "Do you love
me? Feed my sheep.” You see, I was so into evangelism that I never took the

people beyond that level. I never brought them into the fullness in Christ.

W7} wslel b Aol Qo] & Fabee] A9 e Ry 1
Akt 4@ YUt he 1 RAgS AerEelAl Folm g5k wef 15
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In Hebrews chapter 6, it says, “Therefore, setting aside these first
principles of the doctrine of Christ, the repentance from dead works, the
baptism, the laying on of hands, let’s go on into maturity.” I wasn't doing that
with the people. Because I thought that the primary purpose of the church was

the evangelization of the world. Isn't that what they taught me in seminary?

3114 6 ol = o] @A Aol gLtk e B S} DelaE Re] 20
W Fe WA SAE Sbd A e At H Bt hEsk Fe Aol -2
FUT Aol $e wF] B2 b A B A s ol AUk U A dE
o A 127 Bk ek Tk kel s mEl o] TR BHE & A4S 25
sh=Aoldha WAy MEQUh T15le] TEe] Astuel A 2ol Al A

obel V72

But then I came across this passage in Ephesians 4 and it transformed my
life and my ministry. I found out God didn't call me to be an evangelist. I never
felt that He did. I was uncomfortable trying to be an evangelist, but that was the

mold that the denomination fit me into. I realized that God called pastor-teachers

too and this was the area where I was very comfortable and I loved.

T} ) i ] 24 4004 o] FAE Bkt el 3 1glo] e
A4} 255 uhie] FeaUT Shide e ARAR 27 oA S oo}
Sy U shitdel 2el sttt AmesA ggait. W7t AEa
Hel 3 o) &) vhgol BahA itk et AL ko] g 18
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But the purpose of the church, the purpose of the pastor-teacher was

the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, and
building up the body of Christ (4:12):

o= HE=E &7 5 AR A& S ol ze]AkE o &
A2 8f2l o] 2}
I had been tearing down the body of Christ. I had been beating the body

of Christ. I had been driving them away. I should be building up the body of
Christ—the pastor-teacher.

Yt Ur% ae s 94%% o = w2 AL
= Al
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Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and the knowledge of the
Son of God, into the fully-matured man, unto the measure of the stature of
the fullness of Christ (4:13):

e 7k o SluE el °}~~ Ui H of= ol Splrp Hof

E24e ALgE o] Fo] 12|~k 9] Y o] S utehE] 71A] o] 221
(4:13):

I had a whole new philosophy for the purpose of the church. It isn't the
evangelization of the world, but it is the building up of the body of Christ. And
so, I then began to focus my ministry on building up the body of Christ, loving
the body of Christ, ministering to the body of Christ, strengthening the body of
Christ, teaching the body of Christ the Word of God, feeding the body of Christ.
As the result, as they began to mature and come into this maturity in Christ, their
lives became a witness to the world around them and others came to know and
came to find out what was going on. And evangelism was the byproduct of a

healthy body.

L= 3] 0] FA o TRk ehds] A =e At °
AdE JH=3Fshs Aol ofyet 2] Ak ] wa Al-=Aolds U 2d ko] v
gEaEe 55 AlE 43 agaRY 58 S5 &
shrbd ol E o g ZtEA = A3 Ay Al F5 Hol= Ao AFgel =& 7
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That we no longer be like children, who are tossed to and fro, and
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and

cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive (4:14);

o]= 2|7} O/Xf/ E] o] gofo]7l E|X] oli]slof ALgto] 77}
ALSE f=of whx] B il o] g HWe L& x] A ofg olaf
(4:14);

There has always been the curse of these weird doctrines that blow
through the church. There are always those little sheep who will follow anybody
ringing a bell. Not matured. They come with their starry eyes. “Oh, I heard the
most wonderful thing the other day. We can all be perfect now in these bodies.
Oh, bless God, I am perfect.” Oh, help us, God. Children tossed to and fro with
every wind of doctrine and slight of men, cunning craftiness. And boy, I mean
they are there. What cunning craftiness. These letters that they send out on their

computers, cunning craftiness. I mean, they are masters of deceit. They lie in wait

to deceive.

Ta3tell = wE E Fote] Hol e o] Agh we o] AFr 3 AAFUTE 13k
Wgol SelW Wb T A% R o d FEE QA gt 1Ee wa
WL o g s e, b A7 Sl e eloblE B0, Sl o)
Zow A7 ddahd 95 ol o S e FHFT. i dagn o sy,
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But speaking the truth in love (4:15),

Aperel 4] FrEl Wg 31 (4:15)

That is how the truth should be taught and spoken, in love. Not pounding

the truth into people, not ranting and raving, but speaking the truth in love.

SAe] s Abg grel A Wl g wahs YT F BAL ARE o)
QA W N A% 2w 9.5 ALY chol A FEAS Lk AT
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that we may grow up into him in all things, [that grow, through
the truth of God,] which is the head, even Christ: from whom the whole
body is fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint
supplies, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part,
making increase of the body to the edifying [or building up] of itself in
love (4:15-16).

WAl zo)A] 74 gper (Shbdel Az Add), s
veju] # o] s me 2o A & Fo] 7 v E ool ESE Y0
A5l gHahe] 2 XA AL G QLA 22 A)-p1=1] 2] (4:15-16).

Christ the head, and all of us really fit together, joined by the Spirit, made
a part of that body, the beautiful body of Christ functioning together,
coordinated together by the Spirit coming into the fullness. But we look at the
body of Christ today in the world, and it is spastic. No wonder the world isn't
interested. You know, the church is so divided, divided over the dumbest things.
It is only as we really come to that unity and love that the church will have a

powerful witness before the world. Building up itself in love.
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This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you no longer
walk as the Gentiles (4:17),

zejuE g7} o] & el £ koA FAelt] o] A E =
o gl A & Hspx] eel (4:17),

So we are told, first of all, walk in a way that is fitting as a child of God.
Now we are told that we are not to walk as the Gentiles. And that word is used
for the heathen. Who walk,

2= FoluT e shubd o] A 24 s Al el she]of shrhal v gl T
o)Al 2] o<l Zo] W3k weka Fvh. 1 wolE Fhbd s HEE oYl
WU 5L oL Ak AgEd

mlo

19



in the vanity of their mind, [or empty headed] because they have
their understanding darkened, because they are alienated from the life of
God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of
their heart (4:17-18):

ojelo] 2 nhge s|gd Aow dgtgel il Pax Ha.
A5 Fyo] olFHNm Ag ped = RXFH AH wgo]

Zol .0 Brjgle] Sy o) WEo)A wi} 9T} (4:17-18).

Their hearts are blind, thus they are ignorant. Ignorant of the life of God

that is available to man, and they are alienated then from God.

o) Mg omE A shbde] AL A el

Eetal 282 REYY. 28al 252 sk ol AlA ol A s YU

They are past feeling and have given themselves over to
lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness (4:19).

A 517} Z2glis A Ho] Alg ygel weldte] HE el AL
9402 Yoz

You are not to walk as the Gentiles who walk in lasciviousness, in sexual

impurity, working all uncleanness, akathartes, filthy, and greed is usually the
problem behind it.

Today the real problems of the world you can trace back to greed. The

greed of man, all of the social ills come back to the greed of man. The exploitation

of people, all comes back to the greed, wanting for myself.

Ao g ow Aatn A4 or Faa BE R4 A (5709
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But that is not what you have learned from Jesus Christ; If so be
that you have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in
Jesus (4:20-21):
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What did He teach? Love one another, even as I have loved you. He has
taught that love should be the motivating factor behind our lives and behind our

actions rather than greed being the motivating factor.

Flo] Fol& A=A AEUA? UZh Ul A go] U E A2
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There are two powerful motivators in the world today that move men.
You are moved by one of the two motivators. Men are either motivated by love,

or they are motivated by greed.

o5 o] Aol AFHe g o]/ sl F AbH o] Zel @ 5717} .
ARFEE o] T 74H) 571 %9 shte] o8] HE@UTh AHE L Algte] %7]7}
H A ol &4l 0] %7171 BRI o

The man apart from Christ is motivated by greed. You see the results in
the world around us. The man who is in Christ is motivated by love and you see
the effects within the church, wherever they are following the truth that is in
Jesus. What a glorious thing to be around people motivated by love, motivated
by the love of Christ. What they do they do in the name of Christ, what they do

they do for Jesus Christ, for the love of Christ constrains me.

S 2wk Wol A Qi AL e Bl ofs] A YU FAL 992 Fela
Aol ERE ATE B4 LUt 18 Ak bel Sl AL Aol o3
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Yot 150] ol g HEA ol 1e 2w E Askel YU 1AL 182wl
Abol A 37 WEQ v,

And thus, they are giving because they are motivated by love, whereas
those that are motivated by greed are only interested in getting. Now, that is not

the way you have learned from Christ, but you have learned
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That you should put off concerning the former manner of life the
old man, which is corrupt according to his deceitful lusts (4:22);

U 8= 759 41 Y mfel Hoj A= as £ XS B
H 2] 37 (4:22);
You are to put him off. Know ye not that the old man was crucified with

Christ, that the body of sin should not reign as king over you any longer? Put off
that old man, corrupted because of his deceitful lusts.

SA1e 7 AL GS Hofuleof Gtk -2 o Abgrel e 2 E ) 3l A4kl
22t He] ol J o] Lol A % T8 ZaA Aok A Fohiie?
FrEo] &4 wheh Aol A7bE 9 A Wlot

And that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind; and that you
put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true
holiness (4:23-24).

JE oz AqFA Hol sfty S upel o) Falo] JpE o E
& A AL B @] O ZF (4:23-24).
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This is the way I am to walk. After the new man, the new nature in Christ,
righteousness and holiness.

o] Ao] W7} Wakelof & AT, 1A Skl A o]} AA) A AEL 74
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Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man the truth with his
neighbor: for we are members one of another. Now be angry, and sin not
(4:25-26):

TEF ARE HE R 2 2 oJR0 R el FE AL o
o) e 7} A2 A 7p H oLk £-g o] = 5 F A B (42526

There is an anger that is not sinful, that anger at sin, that anger at
unrighteousness, that anger at evil, that anger at bigotry.
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Jesus, when He came into the temple and saw the moneychangers there,
saw the desecration of the house of God, saw the commercialism, was angry.
And I think that He is equally angry with the commercialism today within
Christianity.

He said, "My Father's house is to be called a house of prayer. You have
made it a den of thieves." He drove them out, angry. Again, when He came into
the synagogue on the Sabbath day and there was a man with a withered hand
and the Pharisees watched to see what He was going to do, He said to the man
with the withered hand, "Stand forth." And He looked upon that Pharisee crowd
with anger, because they would because of their narrow bigotry keep this man
from receiving the work of God, the healing of his withered hand that day. He
looked around upon them with anger. Anger because men through their
traditions would hold back the work of God from other men because that is not

the way we do it. That is not according to the bylaws of our denomination.
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There is an anger that is not sinful. “Be angry and sin not. Let not the sun
go down on your wrath.” Don't go to sleep at night holding a grudge. It is apt to

destroy you during the evening hours.
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don’t let the sun go down upon your wrath; neither give place to
the devil (4:26-27).

S7F A =5 e X AL, vl 2 5 B X 281 aF et (4:26-27).
Or for the devil's work in your life.

So many times we give place, we say, “I have a right,” and we say, “Good,
sit there. I have a right to be this way.” Don't give place to the devil.

T80 A oW B9 ael Bk 7k AALSHA s A e

B A5 8= FAE AT U 2= ol Aot Qo) gk
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yjo] =74 mhA 4.

Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labor, working
with his hands the thing which is good, [Notice] that he might be able to

give to him that has need (4:28).

w47 g A= g 24F AU Fol7 wwd Ao
7 o

TAe Flo] §17] fldfe] Aoz radfe] {9k oS 5F) (4:28).

In other words, the motivation for working is not just to provide for my
own needs, but that I might be able to give to someone else that has need. Let
him that stole steal no more, but work with his own hands so he can give to the

poor, so he has something to provide for their needs.

ChA ek AT, W7k Qe & F1E 04 o) A o] BLE 9ol
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Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that
which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace to the
hearers (4:29).
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This is something that I think that we need to really take to heart. There is
a form of jesting many times even among believers that is not really proper.
Filthy communication, jesting over sexual things, or filthy things. Let no corrupt
communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which will build up
someone, not that which will tear down someone, not that which will destroy

someone else.
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Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby you are sealed unto the
day of redemption (4:30).

Sy o HEe 2He X2l 2okl I P B
o1 4] 4] & Whi=1] 2] (4:30).

Again, back in chapter 2, He has sealed us with the Holy Spirit which is
the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchase possession.
Now don't grieve the Holy Spirit. How do I grieve the Holy Spirit? I grieve the
Holy Spirit when filthy communication comes out of my mouth, for He is pure.
He is holy. I grieve the Holy Spirit when I speak to someone in anger. When I
sort of put myself on a pedestal to put others down. That isn't the work of the
Holy Spirit, it is to build others up. Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God whereby

you were sealed.
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Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil

speaking, be put away from you, with all malice (4:31):
U 8= Bis ol mgha) ) w S F ) fgele e B
of ]9} g7 vl 2] i
Now, these are the things that grieve the Spirit: bitterness, wrath, anger,

clamor, evil speaking, malice.

On the positive,
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be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another,
even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you (4:32).

A2 QIAlshAl el ggs] of7jn A= §A1817]E SfifH o]
2l tz QFo Al U 315 §-41 8] 7 #o] f 2} (4:32).

There it is, be ye kind to one another, tenderhearted, not hardhearted,
forgiving one another, by what measure? Even as God for Christ's sake has

forgiven you. Remember now the lessons that Jesus taught on forgiveness.

A7) 9FUTh AR AAsHAsE B8] o7 e W EehH) o A2
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There was a certain man who had a servant who owed him sixteen million
dollars and he called him in and said, "Pay me what you owe me." And he said,
"Oh, I can't pay you. Give me a little time and I will try." This man went out and
caught a fellow servant that owed him seventeen bucks, and he took him by the
neck and he said, "Pay me what you owe me." He said, "I am sorry I can't right
now. Give me a little time and I will pay you." He said, "No way, you have had

it." He took him to court and had him thrown in the debtor’s prison.
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Now the lord who had forgiven him the sixteen million dollar debt called

him in and said, "How much did you owe me?" “Sixteen million dollars.” “Didn't

I just say I forgive you of the debt?” “Yes.” “How is it that I hear that you got

hold of a fellow servant that owed you seventeen bucks and you had him thrown

in debtor’s prison because of his debt?” He said, "That is not right."
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You see, we are to forgive as God for Christ's sake has forgiven us the
seventeen million. Who are we to hold these small grudges or debts against each
other?
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Tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake has
forgiven you. This is one of the first scriptures my mother had me to memorize
when I was a little boy. Planted in my heart when I was two years old. “Be ye
kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for

Christ's sake hath forgiven you.”
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When our little girl was about three she was in one of those moods that
was insisting that we spank her. Though I was always reluctant to spank them,
but it was one of those days when she kept pushing and pushing and pushing,
until she gave you no alternative. I brought her in and I sat her down and said,
"All right, that is it. I have had it. Now do you know what the scripture says?” I
was going to quote to her Ephesians 6:1, “Children obey your parents in the
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Lord, for this is right.” She said, "Yes, I know what the scripture says." I said,
"What does it say?" “Be ye kind one to another.” I said, "That will work this time
but not again." Smart little kids.
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Oh, what a verse to take and work on this week, to allow the Spirit to
work in our hearts with just this verse, “Be ye kind one to another,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven
us.” What beautiful exhortation.
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Father, we thank You for Your Word, and help us not to walk in a manner
that becomes a son of God. That we might, oh God, put off the old man with his
desires and his affections, and that we might put on that new man after Christ. In

Jesus’ name. Amen.
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