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Tape #C2630
By Chuck Smith

Tonight let’s turn to First Peter chapter one. Of the many disciples that
were following Jesus, He chose twelve to be apostles. One of the twelve that
was chosen as an apostle was Simon Peter. Simon Peter was by profession a
fisherman. He was called by the Lord from fishing for those Saint Peter’s fish in
the Sea of Galilee to become a fisher of men, and was a very impulsive person
by nature, according to tradition, a very big man physically. He became one of

the leaders in the church. A &%& WE=Z AA 1%L FHE3 )
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And now he is writing his first epistle introducing himself as,
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Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers (1:1)
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throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia (1:1),
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The word translated “scattered” there is the Greek word “disperse.”
T AW whs wg elsoz welshd a2 7 Huch

During the beginning of the early church, there arose persecution
against the church in Jerusalem. And as the result of that persecution, many of
the Christians were scattered abroad throughout the world. And it is to these
Christians, who have been dispersed as the result of persecution, which is
recorded in the book of Acts, that Peter is addressing this epistle, primarily to
the Jewish believers scattered because of the persecution in Jerusalem. But the

epistle does also include Gentile believers as is noted in chapter two, verse ten.
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Elect according to the foreknowledge of God (1:2)
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There is the doctrine of election; God having elected those who would be
the heirs of salvation. The election of God is based upon His foreknowledge.
You do not read of election apart from the foreknowledge of God. Now if you
believe that God does know all things, you should have no problem with the
doctrine of election. If you have a limited God that has only a limited knowledge,
then you could have problems with the doctrine of election. “®l8}4 <& JAt}' =
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Paul tells us in Ephesians 1 that “we were chosen in Him before the
foundation of the world” (Ephesians 1:4). Here election is according to the
foreknowledge of God. o¥|lAA 14440 ; A Ao 18]~k <kl A 8=
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Now let’s put it this way. Does God know everything? We believe that He
does. “Known unto Him are all things,” James said, “from the beginning” (Acts
15:18). If God knows all things, then God can’t learn anything. It’s impossible
for Him to learn anything because He already knows it. If God is ever going to
know anything, then He already knows it. ZZEthH slvdo] AW RE AS
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You see, the problem that we have is living within this time continuum.
We think of everything, and as Chuck Missler says, ”in the linear”; but God is
outside of our time dimension. And looking down from His vantage, He can see

the beginning and the ending at the same time. And so He knows all things from

the beginning. o2 2%= LdviAly], f-2lo FAl=, F-27F AlRbe] s W9
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So if God will ever know who is going to be saved, then He has always
known who He is going to, who is going to be saved; that's God’s
foreknowledge. And as the result of that foreknowledge, knowing those that
would respond to His love and to His grace through Jesus Christ, He has
elected that they should be the children of God, and so the election according to
foreknowledge. W stuUEAAN F71 FUS dS A opu IAlolofE®
BE S ofAE dtude dAAA L. 1 AR dFadgiEE 9 19
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And Peter in several places here does bring out this idea of called and elected,
and all, and the foreknowledge of God involved with it. “Elect according to the
foreknowledge of God” A $g+= o A2 oy oA FdEY
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the work of the Holy Spirit within our lives, that’s ;

the Father, through (sanctification [or being set apart] by
the Spirit, unto the obedience and the sprinkling of the blood of

Jesus Christ (1:2).
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So the work of the Trinity in our salvation is “Elect according to the

foreknowledge of God, set apart by the Spirit of God, and then cleansed by the



blood of Jesus Christ.” To those he said, L34 %8 T Y=
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Grace, and peace, be multiplied (1:2). <39} 37} o]
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Charis, the typical Greek greeting, the grace; Shalom, the typical Jewish
greeting, peace. Let them be multiplied. 59 182 AAE=Z FE]xe=
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Blessed be God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his

abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a living hope by the

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead (1:3), zt&stg] =20 -2 5 o

az)ame) opwA Shtbde] 1 wedl FEYR df aFane Fo A
A5

Ul RF S oR wojgol S AR S AL Aol QA SAIv

He begins his epistle with sort of a doxology. “Blessed be God, the
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who has begotten us again.” Now this idea is
that of being born again, “begotten of God”, I've been born again, “to a living
hope.” Hope is so essential. It’s just a part of man’s character and it’s the thing
that keeps you going. A lot of times we just give up, except we hope that things
are going to turn around. And so that hope is the thing that keeps a person
going. I hope it’s going to change so I hold on. M|E=2& 19 HAXAE $99
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The disciples had come to hope in Jesus Christ as the Messiah. When
they saw the miracles that He did, when they heard His teaching, they became
convinced that He was the Messiah. When Jesus said to the disciples there at
Caesarea Philippi, “Who do you say that I am?” Peter said, "You're the Messiah.
You're the Son of the living God”. Jesus said, “Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona:
flesh and blood did not reveal this, but my Father” (Matthew 16:17). They had
come to believe; they were convinced that Jesus was the Messiah, but the cross

changed things.
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Now from the beginning they did not understand how that the Messiah
could suffer and die.. They only took those scriptures of the Old Testament
that spoke about the Messiah reigning, and they were planning their place in the
kingdom when He set up His kingdom and He began to reign as King. And they

would even argue among themselves as who’s going to be the greatest. I'm



going to be this, I'm going to be that. And of course, James and John’s mother
came and said, "Lord, I want a favor. When You establish Your kingdom, let my
two sons sit on Your right hand." And they were looking forward to the
immediate establishing of the kingdom of God. o}d] A& 15L& A ok7}
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And whenever Jesus would talk to them about His impending death, they
would get upset. When Jesus started talking about it just after Peter said,
“You're the Messiah”, and He started talking about His death, Peter began to
rebuke Him and said, “Lord, be that far from thee”. They did not understand the

place of the cross in redemption until after the resurrection. LA A A=

AN ANANA Qukd Feo el AREAA NG Griek sob g
gale dAeldUT WMERIL o= Mk vhd, oFde el Fgo

So during those three days when Jesus died, they died. Hope died. I
mean, they were shattered. And when Jesus met the two disciples on the road

to Emmaus, and they were walking down the path so disconsolate, Jesus said to



them, What's the problem, fellows? How come you look so sad? What

happened?
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They said, You must be a stranger around here if you don’t know the things

that have been going on lately in Jerusalem.
He said, What things? What you talking about?

How Jesus of Nazareth, a man of God, mighty in the word and in deed,
who went about doing good, healing the sick, and we had hoped in Him for the
salvation of Israel; but they crucified Him. They killed Him. We had hoped that
He was the Messiah. We had hoped that He was the deliverer. But they killed

Him, it's all over. Hope is dead. Z1E©°] tig3ald “d FAazlo|Ax] ZHZo Ldojut
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And Jesus said, "O fools and slow of heart. Haven't you read the
scriptures?" And He began from Moses and on through the Old Testament,
began to expound the scriptures that referred to the suffering and the death of
Messiah. And when they came to Emmaus, Jesus pretended like He was going

to continue on and they said, Oh, no, no, it's too late; you come with us.
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And so as He broke bread, they recognized Him and He disappeared. And they
said, Oh, didn’'t our hearts burn within us as He spoke the word to us on the
road? We should have known. And they ran all the way back to Jerusalem, some
nine miles, to share with these other disciples that Jesus is risen indeed. We

had hoped; hope was dead.
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Now Peter is saying, “Thank God, blessed be God who has*:- we’ve been
born again. The hope was dead but we’ve been born again, but now it’s a

living hope because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” ©] 4|
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You see, the hope that we have tonight is a living hope and the basis of
our hope in eternal life. The basis of our hope for the kingdom of God is the
fact that Jesus rose from the dead. That's the foundation of the hope that we

have tonight.
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Had Jesus not been raised from the dead, then there would be no Christian
church. There’d be no basis for a Christian church. But His resurrection has
made the hope more than just a hope, it's a living hope that we have tonight as
the result of the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. But it’s more than
that. It’s the hope of the inheritance that is ours as sons of God, joint heirs with
Jesus Christ. AN 5025 E F&3pA A kokvhd w3l A7|A k=
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Paul, in his prayer for the Ephesians, was “that they might know what
was the hope of their calling” (Ephesians 1:18). Do you know what is the hope
that God has for you in the future? Do you know of the inheritance that God has
for you? The plans that God has for your eternal future? Do you know the
glories of dwelling with Him in His kingdom forever? Paul prayed, "Oh, that you

might know what is the hope of your calling." It’s a living hope,



Of an inheritance that is incorruptible, and undefiled, and

fades not away, and it’s reserved in heaven for you (1:4),
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Now interestingly enough, the Bible always balances the teaching of the
sovereignty of God with the responsibility of man and the Bible teaches both
truths. We cannot always reconcile them in our minds as we try to follow steps
of logic and carry it out to a logical end. Somewhere it breaks down and we lose
it. But the Bible does teach both, that God is sovereign, but it also teaches that
there is that part of man’s responsibility. Man must respond to God. So there is
that human responsibility that counterbalances the sovereignty of God.
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Here Peter is telling us of the sovereignty of God. You have been elected
according to God’s foreknowledge. Set apart by the Holy Spirit, cleansed from
your sins through the blood of Jesus Christ. You have been begotten by God,
unto a living hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. There is
an inheritance waiting for you. It's incorruptible, it's undefiled, it fades not
away; it's reserved. Got your name on it. Reserved in heaven for you who are
kept by the power of God. o}7]olA W==Z7F 9-goA Adsta g #ALS
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Now in this, all up unto this point is what God has done in God’s
sovereignty. It’s all God’s work. You don’t have a thing to do with this yet. It is
all the work of God up to this point. So now he gets to your part. ©] A&l
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What is your part? Just believing. You know, God’s done all the work. He
didn’t leave anything as important as the work to someone as weak as you.
You'd mess it up. So God did all the work and all that is left for you to do is to

believe the work of God. F#9lo] oJgl&eol HJdY7t? X W= Adyth
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They said to Jesus one day, “What must we do, to do the works of God?”

And Jesus said, “This is the work of God, just believe on him who he has sent”
(John 6:28,29). And so God has done the work; God’s part, all of this was God’s
part. Then He finally gets to your part: through faith, just believing and trusting
that work of God. AbgHEo] S5 a5l oA “$217k o) shejof shijy o)
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Wherein ye greatly rejoice (1:6), 2.3|& =LA 7|ws}=t}

I rejoice in that work of God in my behalf. I rejoice in the inheritance that
I have. I rejoice in that hope of eternal life through Jesus Christ, the living hope
because He rose from the dead. And I rejoice in it. [ greatly rejoice. Y+ Y=
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though now for a season, [Paul said] if need be, you are in
heaviness because of the manifold trials (1:6): 18] == 13]7}
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Christianity and Jews, they had two strikes against them. The Jews had
rebelled against the Roman authority. Within six years of Peter’s writing this
epistle, they were to begin another rebellion, which was to bring really the
were to rebel when they were utterly destroyed during the reign of Hadrian,
Barcoba (bar Kokhba) holding out in that little village of Bara(parah) which
was much like the story of Masada, but it's == there were no survivors or no

Josephus Flavius to record it and so we know so little about it.
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But the Jews did experience, even in those days, persecution because
they were a Jew. Secondly, they received persecution because they were
Christians. The Jewish Christians: double jeopardy. And so they had
persecution where they went. And Peter speaks about your rejoicing greatly in
the future, though at the present, you're going through some pretty heavy trials.
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But know this,; the trial of your faith [is actually] more precious than
gold, [that perishes when it is tried in the fire,] that perisheth, though it be
tried with fire; [that your faith] might be found unto praise and honour and
glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ (1:7): 2|1} ®F=A] <olol & Zo]; -7
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In other words, these were all purifying experiences that you were going
through and God so often uses trials as purging or purifying instruments in our
lives. As a fire to burn out the dross, God puts us through the trials in order
that we might be refined and purified. “The trial of your faith is really more
valuable than gold that perishes, though your faith be tried with fire, the
purpose of God is that it might be found unto the praise and honor and glory at
the revelation here [apocalypses] of Jesus Christ.” o2& @2 dtx4d, g7}t
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Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet

believing, ye rejoice with a joy that’s indescribable and full of glory (1:8):
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So we are in much the same condition as these to whom Peter was
writing. We've not seen Jesus but yet we love Him. “Whom having not seen, I
still love Him”. And I rejoice in this hope, in this inheritance, in this eternal life
in salvation, with a joy that is indescribable. I cannot describe to you the joy
that is in my heart. I don’t have words. I don’'t have the vocabulary that can
describe the ecstasy that is mine as a child of God. It's a joy indescribable; it’s

just full of glory. $8l& A7 W=z HAE Wty AHE59 Astz @ol

Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your

souls (1:9). “H &9 Ao & =9 & o)zl

That’s where my faith is going to ultimate, in the salvation. So faith is
tried. My life is taken through these fiery trials that my faith might appear when
Christ is revealed, the revelation of Jesus Christ, and receiving salvation of our
souls. We] ®go] yobd FHFol A= FHAdUT. A Be2 AES
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Of which salvation the prophets inquired and searched

diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you:



Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which
was in them did signify, when He testified beforehand the

sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow (1:10-11).
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Now he is saying here that the prophets didn’t really understand all of
the things that they wrote. We remember when Daniel was seeking
understanding of some of the things that he was writing about; the Lord just
said, Daniel, just seal it up. It’s not for now. It's for the future. And in the last
days, knowledge will be increased. They’ll understand it then. So you just seal
it up. It’s not given unto you to know at this particular point. =2+ <174 9]
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There is a psalm, and I forget just which one it i1s now but it says, Psalm
22, “These things are written” [is it?] “for a generation that shall come.” In
other words, I'm writing things [ really don’t know about and as I try to
understand them, all I know is that I'm writing these things for a generation that

is to come. It's not really something that I fully understand. And so —- it’s not in



twenty—two, [ forget where it was, but there's a psalm there. You search it out.
Thirty—-one. All right, very good. Which verse? 22:31. Oh, I was right in twenty—

two. Okay, yes, all right. Got you now.
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“They shall come, and shall declare his righteousness unto a people
that shall be born, that he hath done this.” In other words, you know, it will

come to pass later on. (F&EF o2 A=)

And 30, “A seed shall serve him; it shall be accounted the Lord for
generation. They shall come, and shall declare his righteousness unto the
people it shall be born” (Psalm 22:30-31). = A|¥H 223 3043} 3149 “9£0]
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So writing for the future, they really were curious. Now I can imagine
the problem that Isaiah had when he wrote of the Messiah. For in chapter nine,
he said, “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government
shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor,
The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. And of the
increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of
David, to order it, and to establish it in righteousness and in judgment from
henceforth even forever. For the zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this”
(Isaiah 9:6,7). And he’s writing of the Messiah and you know He’s going to reign

on the throne of David, this whole thing. 7lgjol] sl 7|58 S5 T3 Ao



FEUY vs 7k olAtobrh iAokl wisl ZISdE W 27b b Al
el sl Futh “ol= @ obrI7h S-gelAl War § olES Sl FAlwt
A7Zjell= AAIE Hda 2 olEL JuAE, EAlg, A
stibdolel, JEstA= oA el e Holet & A Yolet 1 AHAkst WA
kol Faet E uslel 9ol gkelbd o uetE A Alga Aw olF

FUES THI A= IS HESE Aolwt vkite] omele] d4le] ol&

)
=2
rr
=
I

o FA 2t (AF9:6,7) 1AL o]Afof A A= wAofell el 2ARIA - wAJoLT}

i) mael gob had AL SR

And then in Isaiah 53, he talks about Him being “numbered with the
transgressors” in his death. “Wounded for our transgressions, bruised for our
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace upon him; with his stripes we are
healed. For all of us like sheep have gone astray; we've turned every one of us
to our own ways; and God laid on him the iniquities of us all. He was smitten,
stricken, and we esteemed him not” (Isaiah 53:3-7,12). And so he writes these
things that seem to be totally incongruent, going to be put to death, and yet he’s
going to reign forever on the throne of David. %X ©JA}of 53%& oA 18] 2% 9]
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Now Isaiah being inspired by the Holy Spirit had to write what the Holy
Spirit said. Imagine Isaiah thought to himself, What in the world am I writing
here? This doesn’'t make sense. How can He reign forever on the throne of
David and yet be put to death? ©JAlok= A& FAAADE ol A=A A
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And so the prophets writing of this grace that should come to you, they were
searching in their own minds and hearts what manner of time the Spirit of Christ
was referring to that was in them, when He testified beforehand of the
sufferings of Christ. They themselves did not understand their prophecies
concerning the sufferings of the Messiah. &2} o] Fo]2 2o &3o] tfal A
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And in that Psalm 22 that we referred to earlier, “My God, my God, why
hast thou forsaken me? why art thou so far from the cry of the my roaring? I
cry in the daytime, and thou hearest not; in the night seasons, and am not silent.
But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of thy people Israel” (Psalm
22:1-3). oM A= Al 2280, ‘W sbdelod W shudold oA UE
Wl puol 7k of# UE "t w4 oly A W Algshs AYE =X
ofstA Lol 7L i shubdolo] W7} Sellke F=2lan el A ofy st
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And then he goes on to describe death by crucifixion, wondering, what
am [ writing about? The Messiah, and yet I am talking about Him being pierced,
piercing his hands and his feet. And so they themselves wondered, when they
wrote of the suffering of the Messiah, they couldn’t put it together in their mind.
But “the glory that should follow”; He was going to be put to death, He was
going to suffer and yet, He was going to enter into the eternal glory, “the glory
= Aol da oA s
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So they did not understand these things. They searched diligently. They
sought to know them and understand them but they were not written for them at
that time, but written that later on, after the events had transpired, people then
would understand the plan of God in redemption. And see the necessity of the

death of Jesus Christ, in order that we might be redeemed, in order that we



might be called of God a holy nation, a royal priesthood, that we should bring

forth fruit unto His grace through Jesus Christ. R &, 15& o] S o]& A
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So unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they
did minister the things, which are now reported among you by them which have
preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven;
which things the angels desire to look into (1:12). “o] A7 u}7} #71E 93t
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So here’s the thing that God just sort of kept secret; His plan of grace
and redemption through Jesus Christ. Even the angels desired to look into these
things that were being ministered by the Holy Spirit through the apostles.
edld] @ shbdel Agw o elawE FY pholopEz shie
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Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind (1:13),
“aelrE Y3 mkge sgE Folal

Now the idea of girding up your loins, it's a phrase that it has a cultural
kind of a thing to it. You don't know anything about it in our culture. But in

those days, the men wore these long robes down to their feet. Now when you



want to run or when you really want to go to work, it is cumbersome to have a

TAdUT ARE FAY] el wa] ob= AbE2 el WA @At I G4

So if you're going to run, or if you're going to get out and really do some
work, what they would do is pull the skirt up and they would tie it around the
waist. So then it’s a short skirt and with that you can run or you can work. So it

means, you know, get busy, go to work on this. Go to work in your mind on
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So “gird up your minds, be sober, this grace that is brought unto you
and shall be brought when Jesus again reveals Himself, the revelation,
the coming of Jesus Christ.” 2822 Y3 n29 3ZE Fola
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As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lust
in your ignorance (1:14): “UH 3|7} o538l A2 AHH o] d A K3k oo
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Not living as you used to live when you were ignorant of the truth of God.
Not living as you used to live before you were born again by the work of God’s
Holy Spirit within your life. oJ&j¥&o] shpd e g & ¢Hsia Ad F3Ag=
PspA W) wpETh olelRe gFe] AR AR oldel #e Fob A

erg o,

You see, the natural man is body, mind and spirit. The mind being ruled
over by the body and the body appetites. The born—-again man is a spiritual man.
He’s born by the Spirit. And born again means that you are now living a spirit—
mind—-body existence. Prior to being born again, you lived a body—-mind-spirit.
Body-mind-spirit; mind controlled by the body and the body appetites. Being
born again you now live a spirit-mind-body existence. The body doesn’t rule
anymore. You're not ruled by the lust of your flesh. You found that life is more
than just eating and drinking. 249 A& &3 &3} go] dHFYL. 1 &2
S FAe] A& AujE wEUT AT AR AR A AMEE
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But now ruled by the Spirit, you now have the mind of the Spirit and your
mind now is on things of the Spirit. They that are of the Spirit do mind the
things of the Spirit. They that are of the flesh do mind the things of the flesh.
But the mind of the flesh is death, but the mind of the Spirit is life and joy and
peace. StAIWH o= tiay Mt AL, oAl ool A A7ds 7HA

lom, mhgol oA Al Asel At AL WL, dHom wEw

lﬂ



Ase AHe Aze BEaun, fAoz wuge ASe §9 Az
BEFTHE Jolk, K9 A7e Ao, o) Azte 4w /Bt Fardu

So Peter here is saying, As obedient children, don’t fashion your life
after the former life, which was lived after the lust of your flesh, governed over
by your flesh; your mind and life governed by your fleshly desires. “L#]A

HEZE “YB7h oFshe AAAE ol &A X wel £d Y3 AbSe &

And as you look around at the world today, the world apart from Christ is
a world that is governed by the desires of their flesh. That's what a person
lives for, to fulfill their fleshly need. That's what the world talks about. 25
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But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all your
manner of living (1:15); “2.% H3lE HF2ZA A3 AA 5 U e e Al

A% A7} 5

So we’ve been called to live a separated life. A life of holiness, a life of
purity, not living after our flesh or the desires of our flesh, but living after the
Spirit.  StUEES mWE= AEES FEE §FE AEsE FEAS BwgsyYTh
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Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy (1:16).
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God’s declaration when He gave the law unto the people.
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And if you call on the Father, who without respect of
persons judges according to every man's work, pass the time of
your sojourning here in fear (1:17): “9] X2 HA|X| k31 Z} Alglo]
92 BHAE A2 UEI) oluAY F2F Uge] yade
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That is, in reverence of God. °]& 3tUHE S Aeste 42 DU

For as much as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible

things, as silver and gold, from that empty former life (1:18);
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Again, as obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the
former lust in your ignorance: no longer ignorant of the things of God and the
things of the Spirit. So we no longer live that empty life after the flesh, but now
the rich life after the Spirit. We’ve been redeemed, set free from the bondage of
sin, set free from the slavery to our flesh. “Not with corruptible things, as silver
and gold.” WI=EE+ A A&7 &, ‘old <A B o £d v3] A&S 2
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Silver and gold have only temporal value. There's no eternal value to
them at all, only temporal value. When you're talking about a man’s soul, you're
talking about something that is eternal. You cannot purchase something that is
eternal with things of temporal value. You cannot buy salvation; you cannot earn
salvation. You do not deserve salvation. It is a gift of God and is a work of
grace. [t is something that you receive, the work which God has done. So we've
been redeemed, not with corruptible things like silver and gold from that empty
life that we used to live. 2oy} &2 ©A] UAZAQ] 7HA& Ad ¥, Fd3
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that we received by tradition from our fathers (1:18). “2.%
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And of course, writing to the Jews, he’s writing about all of the
traditional things that the Jew is, even to the present day, caught up in. And, I
mean, they have a lot of tradition. Now we do, too. [ mean, we've got just a lot
of traditional things that are deeply ingrained in our culture that it would be
better —— we would be better off if we could get rid of them. This tradition of
celebration of Christmas; it's only traditional. Oh, Scrooge. Do away with
Christmas; how could you? But you see how we sort of recoil at the thought of

not celebrating Christmas because it's so deeply a part of our traditions.
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But you see, the church only put a Christian name on a pagan holiday, so
that the Christians could join in the celebration of the pagan holiday and make it
legitimate for Christians to join in. Christians didn’'t want to feel left out of this
pagan celebration of Saturnalia, the passing of the winter solstice. And so they
put a Christian name to it. They said oh, it’s Christmas. It’'s Christ-mas and
we’ll celebrate the birthday of Jesus though He wasn’t born December 25; yet
we'd, you know, we'd celebrate the birthday of Jesus. AFY 25499 w347 =
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And so you can all go out and you can do the things that the world does.
You can buy your gifts and you can decorate your trees and you can, you know,

join the pagan world in their celebration of Saturnalia. Helping the poor old



solstice. Be sure and put the lights around the house and on your trees and all,
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After all, we got to help poor old sole; he’s about to die. Days are getting
shorter; every day is getting shorter. It’s just about gone the twenty-second of
December. Oh, it’s almost —- this is about it, you know. It’s almost over; sun is
just about ready to flicker out. Get your candles lit; get your lights lit, you know.
Help it out and oh, all right, by the twenty—fifth, it's observable that the days
are getting longer. We made it. We helped the old sun. ¥vlt} &= A A
FolAwA W Aurt HEUGL gyt AEorle BES whA FolrtaL
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All right, let’s celebrate. Let’s get drunk and let’s pass out presents and
let’s decorate trees and, you know, have a big celebration. The sun made it
through. Let’s legitimize it though for Christians so it’'s Christ—-mas, celebrate
the birthday of Jesus. “A}, o]A] ol A}, &% viA|Z XMEE WISt L5
AAE a2 EAS e AA. BFHe] web a5 AR A,
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Make sure that your celebration is more Christian than pagan, please.
The vain traditions received from our fathers; hard to break from, isn’t it? But
we've been redeemed not with the corruptible things from that empty life of

vain traditions. A o EE oW (LA &= AMHE)HET I8 AvpAo] Fd 9
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But with the precious blood of Jesus Christ, as of a lamb
without blemish and without spot (1:19): “©2 & glir & gl&=
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Redemption; this is all intertwined back in the Old Testament, the idea,
the concept of redemption, the idea of a sacrificial lamb. Going back to the
Passover. The firstborn to be slain in every household. Protect your house.
Take a lamb out of the flock. Let the lamb be the substitute for the firstborn.
Take a lamb of the first year without spot and without blemish. Kill it, put its
blood in a basin and with hyssop, sprinkle the blood on the lintels and the door
post of your house, and when I pass through the land tonight, when I see the

blood, I will pass over that house. I'll know that there’s been a sacrifice, a
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And so this idea of a sacrificial lamb, God having provided ultimately His

Lamb, His Son Jesus Christ, who shed His blood for the redemption of man. So

f

the price of redemption, the blood of Jesus Christ. ©] 3¢S F=% o
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Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the
world (1:20), “1% FAARE wal orelaul ® 2} o] @Al

H3E slatel Yennaul Hgey)”

Again, God had planned before He even created the world. Knowing that
man would fail. Knowing that man would sin, but desiring to prove and to show
to man how much He loved him. God planned, before the foundation of the
world, to demonstrate His love by the sending of His Son, to bear man’s sin, to
take the responsibility of your guilt and to die in your place; thus proving that
God loves you. You never need to doubt the love of God. All you have to do is
look at the cross of Jesus Christ and there God has declared, “Manifested His
love towards us, in that, while we were sinners, Christ died for the ungodly”
(Romans 5:8). st o] Alds FxsA7I= ddd 2E Ae AFsiilsy
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And so was ordained or “foreordained before the foundation of the
world” but was manifest, though it was planned of God from the beginning, it
was not fulfilled until Jesus came and went to the cross. 7+ tgt stitd g
AGL ool AXAE = ALY 7127 AAYY] ARYH GA" AdYh
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manifest in these last times for you, Who by him [by Jesus Christ] you
believe in God, that raised him from the dead, and gave him glory; that your
faith and hope might be in God. Seeing that you have purified your souls in
obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see
that you love one another with a pure heart fervently: (1:20-22) “&Ao] 3=
Setel Uehlalel sgloy st A% Fe A shguA deAn Gue 4
Shide desmE wugl Wt AU U wes &gl shbdA 9
sRl=det QIrh JEE wdder Yy dEs /RS skl A3zl glo]
FAE AHFst7lol ol2Rley mgor mA A} Apgste)”

And truly the message of the Gospel to those who have received it is
that we are to love one another. Jesus said, “A new commandment I give unto
you, that ye love one another, even as I have loved you. By this sign shall men
know that you are my disciples, that you love one another” (John 13:34-35).
ol Al F4l AAF HEAe] WAAE 27 vE AbES AbRefor dtha
AU AN BEEAIE A AP QA Tl N7 Alzse
Wb UslE ARE 2 2ol UsE Mz AlRset Us)st A2 A o 2M

wE Abgrel Wl ) AA1E Fele a4y Th(213:34,35)

And Paul describes the kind of love that we're to have for each other.

“Love suffers long, and is kind; it envies not; it doesn’t vaunt itself, is not proud,



isn’t puffed up, doesn’t behave itself strangely, seeks not its own. But believes
all things, bears all things, hopes all things, endures all things. It never fails” (1
Corinthians 13:4-8). That’s the kind of love we're to have for one another.
Loving one another with a pure heart fervently. v} $-2]7} M= & of 3}+=
At FRE 7wt Ayt AR S o Fa AR 2fetH Frlsks
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The greatest demonstration the church can give to the world is the love within
the body for each other. Loving one another with unfeigned, that is, not that
fake love that is so often a part of the whole world scene. "Oh darling, I love
that dress you're wearing tonight." Just phony. People say, "Oh, I don’'t go to
church because so many hypocrites in the church." Then you should not go to
movies. There’s more hypocrisy in that crowd than there is in any church crowd.
Unfeigned love. Not faking it. “Love each other with a pure heart fervently.”
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Being born again (1:23), “Y &7} A5 Ao
Now “thanks be unto God who has begotten us again.” #}, $-2&
ARUA A s BARA . A% A,
Being born again, not of corruptible seed (1:23),
“037h AR Aol Mold A= B o] ok

Now I was —— I was born once of corruptible seed. I am the by-product
of my dad and mom. Receiving twenty—-three chromosomes from each, I am an
interesting composite of them both. But the fact that it is corruptible seed is
very obvious by the aging processes that have taken place, through the years of
the catabolic forces have worked, and I'm gradually eroding away. Born once
of corruptible seed. But I've been born again of incorruptible seed, the new life
that [ have. Is it going to pass? It's going on forever. “Being born again not of

corruptible seed,”
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It was the word of God planted in my heart that brought forth spiritual
life. For “the word of God is alive, and powerful, sharper than a two-edged
sword, able [to decide] to divide between the bone and marrow, soul and the
spirit” (Hebrews 4:12). It's a discerner of the thoughts and the intents of the

hearts of man. I'’ve been born again by the word of God.
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Jesus said, “A sower went forth to sow in the field and he planted his
seed. Some fell on the wayside, some fell on stony ground, some fell among
thorns, some fell on good ground”. And then later on He said —— Now the
disciples said, "Lord, explain to us that parable. What were you talking about?”
And Jesus said, “The field is the world and the seed is the Word of God” (Luke
8:5-11). We've been born again by incorruptible seed, the Word of God, that
incorruptible seed whereby we have been born into a spiritual life. And though

the old man perishes day by day, the new man is renewed by the Spirit.
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Hey, I'm stronger, healthier than I've ever been in my whole life
spiritually. Though I have more aches and pains and decrepit ness in the old
body than I've ever had in my whole life physically. As the old man perishes,
the new man is becoming stronger day by day. And one of these days this
old body just isn’t going to be able to handle the new man. And so my
spirit will move from this corrupting body into “the new building of God, a house
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens” (2 Corinthians 5:1). Y&
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This inheritance that is incorruptible, undefiled, fades not away, reserved
n heaven for me because I'm being kept by the power of God through faith. ©]
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So the flesh is like grass, and all of the glory of man is like the flower of

grass. The grass withers, the flower thereof falls away: But the word of God

iy

e

endures for ever (1:24-25)., “18{P 2 HE &4 W Za O BE o)
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So things that are passing, things that are lasting. We've been redeemed
not with corruptible things that are going to pass away, silver and gold; but with
the precious blood of Jesus Christ. I've been born again, not with the corruptible
seed but the incorruptible, the Word of God, “which lives and abides forever”
(1:23). ¥ ASS Aurta, | A2 A5 Adyd. iAW 8=
ol F3o] glofd FuE AR 7ETS 22 3o ofHg o a9
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Jesus said, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never
pass away’ (Matthew 24:35). The universe is gradually wearing down. The sun
1s giving off 1,200,000 tons of mass every second. Gradually wearing down;
that is, irrecoverable mass. One day the sun's going to flicker and die. But
maybe we’ll go into supernova first, flare and die. They estimate another fifteen,
twenty billion years and the sun’s going to have it, have had it. That’s right, the
word of God will still be around. T'll still be around because I've been born by

the word of God into this incorruption, this new life, this eternal life.
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“Heaven and earth will pass away; my word”, Jesus said, “will never
pass away.” I've been born by that word of God, that word which abides forever.
The flesh, all flesh is as grass. That is, it’s going to perish. It's going to, like the
flower, it's going to wither and die. But the word of the Lord endures forever.
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And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto
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you (1:25). “Y3lof Al A3t 5ol

Hey, we got something. We’ve got hold of something here that’s eternal,
something that’s going to last forever. And I have been born again by that into
this eternal life. ¥+ $goAl= dU3] A&H2E G0l AF5YY. Yy o] Jdh
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Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and
hypocrisy, and all envying, and all evil speakings (2:1) “18]= =&
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Set these things aside, we're to love one another with a pure heart
fervently. Set aside the envying, the hypocrisy, the guile, the evil speaking.
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And as newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that you
may grow thereby: If so be that you have tasted that the Lord is gracious (2:2-3).

Zhd ofolE o] wAsta APF A& Amsteh ol o]E Wrlgkol Y=

-
(o,
o

| ol=Es Aebl stel Feld Wt Fo QAN wugow

ae}

M
A

There are so many people who desire sensationalism. They desire the
hot fudge sundaes, and you can see them advertising the spiritual hot fudge
sundaes in the paper every Sunday, you know. Come and see; come and taste
the hot fudge, you know, delicious, and ours is more exciting than anybody
else’s. Guaranteed to titillate your sensors, get you excited emotionally; you

don’t grow by that, though, that’s the problem.
of Atlel Be Agmol #A7AHoln MAAA AL HPUT. 5L
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You see, it may taste good, it may be exciting to eat, but it isn’t
nourishing. It doesn’t strengthen you. It has very little value when the real
testing comes. You'll find yourself weak and anemic. But if you have partaken of
the word of God and you know from the word, God is good, God is gracious;
then when the trials come, you're strengthened by that word and that
knowledge of the goodness and the graciousness of God. So “desire the sincere

milk of the word that you might grow thereby.” Just like a new baby. o}vu}% 1
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And how I love to see these new babes in Christ. These people have just
been born again by the Spirit recently, how I love to see them devouring the
word. I get a thrill every time I go by the tape library and I see people carrying
bags of tapes in and carrying bags of tapes out. I love it! L8] 2% Sto A Zkt
ofojgo] AFd JES He 42 Ui okgdEsUH. o AlEES dRe
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Some people came to me this morning. They said they were going to be
here tonight, and they said we came from our ranch in Texas. They live twelve
miles out of a big metropolis of twelve hundred people. Now in Texas, you
know, you can get lost way out there in the country. And these people live way
out there, but they said, "We've been feeding off of yours and Chuck Missler’s
tapes, and we just had to come out here and to see you and just to give you
thanks. And we're going to be in Chuck’s class on Monday night, too, because
we want to thank him”. I love it! ¥ Aol 9% olx WA 29y oL
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The word of God going out, “desire the sincere milk of the word that you
may grow thereby.” It's the word of God that feeds you, that develops spiritual
growth. You cannot grow spiritually apart from the word of God. Now I would
like to emphasize that. You can only experience spiritual growth through the
word. It is the food that feeds the spiritual man and apart from the word of God,
you cannot experience real spiritual growth. You can experience spiritual
excitement through experiences and sensationalism, but you cannot experience
real growth. That takes the word of God. 3dh}del o] “HY3E ze}bA
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If so be, you've tasted that the Lord is gracious. [The Lord] To whom
coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God,
and precious (2:3-4), “Y3s|7} 79 <lAtst4l S BrH koW T1gjskel Aol A=
M b Hou shbdAs Haie 9 BEMES 4 Eold o)

ol e}

It’s interesting to me. Here’s big old, rough Peter, the fisherman, [ mean;
he’s just as tough as nails, you know, he’s ready for anything. Ready for a fight.
You want to fight? You know, want to take Jesus? Man, I'll —— he draws a sword,
he starts to flail. You know what I mean? He's ready for it, against him all these
soldiers. Hey, you'll see it out, you know, tough, rough guy. And what seems to

be his favorite word when he gets, you know, he’s a marshmallow.
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I mean, you come to the things of the Spirit. His favorite word is
“precious”. Now that's not a word for a big, tough guy, you know, “precious”. |
love the way the Lord makes marshmallows out of some of these jocks. It’s
beautiful to me. And so all the way through you find Peter using this word
“precious”. I think that’s precious. ©|Z o] A#Ho] A= LYYt H==7}
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So coming to Jesus, to whom as we come to Him, as unto the living
stones, though disallowed indeed of men, but he is chosen of God, and he is
precious (2:4). “AtgeAl= ¥ w7 FHIJoy stuEAE HeAES 2

B 28 4k FolAl dol Al vrolel” (WH2:4)

Precious blood of Jesus Christ---
a5l £ BES BLPUT

Now Jesus is referred to as the stone. In the book of Deuteronomy
chapter thirty—two, the song of Moses, God is referred to there as a rock and
the gods of the heathen as rock. Their rock is not as our rock, he said. And
there are references to God as a rock. AF7AAE HEZ BEAEASUTH
A7) 3274 ‘BAe wel el FUde HigE EANEAS m oo]dele MNER
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In the book of Daniel, in the vision of, or dream of Nebuchadnezzar, he
saw this huge image that represented the kingdoms of men; beginning with the
Babylonian kingdom and the succession of kingdoms through the Medo—Persian,
Grecian, the Roman, until this final world governing kingdom of ten nations. He
watched this great image until there came a rock, not cut with hands, and he
saw this great image in its feet so that the whole image crumbled and the rock
grew into a mountain that covered the earth. Tty d Ao B A Fo] S &
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Now when the Lord explained that dream to Nebuchadnezzar, the rock is
the coming of Jesus Christ. He is the rock not cut with hands that will bring an
end to the worldly governments and will establish God’s kingdom that will cover
the earth and never end. When Moses was taking the children of Israel through
the wilderness and they cried for water, Moses took his rod and struck the rock
according to the commandment of God and water came forth. =HZrA <o)
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Now Paul tells us that that rock that was with them in the wilderness was
Christ, that rock smitten; that is, at the cross whereby the water of life flows
out unto man. Water was —— they were dying. They were perishing of thirst in
the wilderness ready to die, until the water flowed forth out of the rock, the
water of life. They drank and they were sustained. g oFoll Al X A2] X|F o]
AA B2 WMol mir YAk E Sedvhal vbed oA ey u A2
dAA gelal AAVIRREE AR ATt ZHuet Al E2 A=

AdUer. 252 Fo7kaL ASds Utk Foklld 252 BeRd Hrts o A9



Mol 7 99dam, 1 AHe] 45t wHomnE Feugs W aEe o

=5 A A JRAEH

Even so, we perishing in the wilderness of sin, ready to die, Jesus
smitten for us, the water of life flows forth and we drink and we are saved. We
have life. That’s why the second time when they cried to Moses for water and
he went in to God and God said, "Speak to the rock and it will bring forth water”.
But Moses in his anger went out and he said, “Must I smite this rock again to
give you water?” And he smote it the second time, and God said, Moses, that
was a mistake that you're going to have to pay for. $-2] GA] F 2] Fofol A
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You see, the rock once smitten never needs to be smitten again. Jesus
doesn’t have to die again. He doesn’t have to be crucified again. Once smitten,
all you have to do to receive the water of life is to speak to the Rock. Just call
upon Jesus Christ. o] &2 s 31§ w2 wk¥o] Ax oA 1FTE T
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So here he says, coming now to this stone, this living stone that was
disallowed by the builders; that is, Jesus was rejected by the Jews as the
Messiah, but yet He was chosen of God, and precious. HE=Zi= o]A|
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Now you also, as living stones, are built up as a spiritual house (2:5),
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The church, a spiritual house; you are a holy priesthood. We'll be called
a royal priesthood soon. But here, n3]&= AlF3 YUl ogEe A3
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a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices,
acceptable to God by Jesus Christ (2:5). “ol4= 18]~z wu|to}
Sbdel Jma wod AHF AANE =- ASE A
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Now what are the spiritual sacrifices that we offer up? You remember in
the fifty—first psalm, even David had a hint. He said, “Sacrifices and offerings
thou wouldest not or thou delightest not in”. In another psalm he said,
“Sacrifices and offerings thou wouldest not, but a body thou has prepared me”,
in his Psalm, I think it's 89, in reference to Jesus. But in Psalm 51, "Sacrifice
and offering you take no delight in but the sacrifices of God are a broken spirit.
And a broken spirit and a contrite heart thou would not despise”. So he speaks
of a spiritual sacrifice, a broken spirit before the Lord. 2|7} stydE7d =¢
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Then in the book of Hebrews chapter thirteen, “Let us then offer unto

God the sacrifice of praise, even the fruit of our lips unto him” (Hebrews 13:15).

So the spiritual sacrifices that we offer to God are our praises unto Him.

Coming before Him with a broken heart, offering our praises to God.
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As a priest I have access, and that was the thing of the priesthood; he
had access to God. And as a priest, a holy priesthood that I have, as a child of
God; I can offer spiritual sacrifices. I can come to God and worship Him and
praise Him and offer Him these spiritual sacrifices, the fruit of my lips unto Him.
“Which sacrifices are acceptable unto God by Jesus Christ.” If offered in Jesus’
name, if offered through Jesus, they're acceptable. <74 3tUE7 12 A
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Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Zion a
chief corner stone, elect and precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be
confounded or confused. Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but
unto them which are disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the
same is made the head cornerstone (2:6-7). “Z°l 7|53}l ox Hel y7p gt
BHujEa ex13 REol &5 A2d FxY AE ¥e A Fodes DA
ohdsele sigoey 2eme Wi YAt Bujolu WA ofsti AolAE
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Now this particular psalm, no doubt, impressed Peter pretty much.
Because when Peter was called before the council in the fourth chapter of Acts
to answer for the miracle that was done to the lame man at the temple; Peter
said, If we are examined today because of the good deed done to this impotent
or lame man, judge ye. But we, you know, have done it in the name of Jesus
Christ. Be it known unto you, all you that dwell in Jerusalem that by the name of
Jesus Christ, this man stands here before you whole. And He is the stone, Peter

said, which was set of naught by you builders, but he’s the same, has become
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the chief cornerstone, and neither is there salvation in any other.
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Now there is in the psalm this reference and Messianic reference to the
Messiah, Psalm 118, of the stone, which was set of naught by the builders
becoming the chief cornerstone, work of the Lord. A prophecy concerning Jesus
Christ. A prophecy, that He would be disallowed or rejected by the religious
leadership. A[¥118¥ el A <183 AFAtel oaf WXl =o] w3 mEEo]
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But yet, God has ordained that He should be the chief cornerstone, and
of course, He is that chief cornerstone upon which the church is built. Jesus
said, "Upon this rock I will build my church”. What rock? Peter’s
confession, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God”. The church has
been built on that chief cornerstone. Jesus Christ is the Messiah, the Son of the
living God. ZZ&fut shupd2 o714 as]e] wElEo] Hojof dh& ofn A3
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Now there is a story that in the building of Solomon’s temple, the stones
were all quarried away from the temple site and brought to the temple site.
They were quarried and actually chiseled out so that they were built in such an
interlocking way and chiseled out to such perfection that they used no mortar.
The stones just set on each other without even the use of mortar being hewn

out so accurately and carefully. And that as each stone came, those builders



would just place it in the building, but no sound of hammer, trowel or whatever
went on in the building of the temple. That was all done in the quarry away from
the temple. And that story goes, that this one stone came and the builders
looked for it on the plans, they couldn’'t see where it fit in the building and
finally, they just tossed the thing over in the bushes. Cast it aside. &= %9
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And when the temple was complete, they were missing this chief
cornerstone. So they sent to the quarry, All right, we're ready now for the
ceremony;, we want to put in the cornerstone, and all, and get this thing out.
Where is this cornerstone? And the quarry foreman sent back and said, I sent it
to you already. It’s been marked off on my inventory. They said, Well, it’s not
here, we don’t have any. He said, Well I've already sent it. It’s already gone,
you know. And so some fellow went over in the bushes and found this stone
that they had thrown away. And they realized, Wow, this is the chief
cornerstone of the whole building; the one that's been rejected. 4% o]
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And so an interesting prophecy, then, that experience. The prophecy of
what would happen with the temple, became the fulfillment with Jesus. The
stone disallowed by the builders, but yet has become the chief cornerstone. And
as Peter said, There’s not salvation in any other, for there is no other name
under heaven given among men whereby we must be saved. So the twofold
effect, though; He is made the head of the corner but yet He is, A S1 2§
= A W FEE Ao o]
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A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, unto those which stumble (2:8)
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Jesus is a cornerstone, the foundation upon which the church is built, but
yvet He is also a stumbling stone. The Jews stumble over Him because of the
crucifixion. They could not understand the Messiah being crucified and so they
stumbled over this stone. He became a rock of offence to them. Paul speaks of
Christ crucified, to the Jews foolishness —— I mean to the Greeks foolishness,

but to the Jews an offence; “but unto us which are saved the power of God” (1
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at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed
(2:8). “A87} BEe wFA oI dolAU ot AZ oA AsA
Aole}

Now again, the idea of God’s fore-ordination and election and they were
appointed unto this disobedience. 3t1d o] A3Al W} AE A3 o 4314l
o s 1Ee] Bed dve AYYh

But ye are a chosen generation (2:9),
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Jesus said, “I have chosen you, and ordained you, that you should be my
disciples” (John 15:16). You are, 815:164doA] dde “Y3l7F U= @3t
Aol ohla b UEE "stel Agud JsE W At HYE n
waaglayn deee,

a royal priesthood, you are a holy nation, you are a people

destined for a possession (2:9) “& #Z2 AAAEEO]Q AETH

vebe o) 2fE Wy Qe

That “peculiar people” is a poor translation. You go around with your

eyes crossed and tongue hanging out, you know, peculiar people. It's a bad



translation. You are a people destined for a possession. The word in the Greek
is possession. You're a people of the possession. You are to possess the
kingdom, destined to possess the kingdom of God. ‘¥ && ¥ &' & 2 1=
“Hdk AbgrETolgkaL Fob a2 F A E A dUY. =2 FojAaL s Wi
Az Fottdy = Al ES B8 Hol&. ofd ofF Rkl ofdE W oo] Huth
o] “oje] H =& 1 =

AR AR ApdEEol# HYdUYH. AHEE stuE Y

(b A2 vy Fa sy

)
>
2
Hl

that you should show forth the praises of him who called
you out of the darkness into his marvellous light (2:9): “o]+=
H3E o] F2ulA B8 o] 19| 7]o]3 W] Eo]7tA dhal 29
A sl shaele”
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And so the purpose of God, that you should show forth the praises of
God through your life because God has called you out of darkness. When Jesus
called Paul to go forth and preach the Gospel, as he is relating his experience of
conversion unto King Agrippa, and he tells him of that call of God upon his
heart; it was to open the eyes and to turn them from darkness to light, from the
power of Satan to God, that they might receive the forgiveness of sins and the
inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith in Jesus. Turn them, you
have been delivered from the power of darkness. You've been redeemed from

the power of darkness and brought into the glorious kingdom of light. o] & #<
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Wherein in times past you were not the people of God, but
are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but
now vyou've obtained mercy (2:10). “H3&7} Aol A9
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Time passed. You weren't one of God’s chosen, now you are. You hadn’t
received the mercy, now you have. ©] X ZHlo] o] o]FojH G Zo
Aol gl AdEd AUt oot oAl dds] 1 o] WYY
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Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims
(2:11), “AtEsts Aol vadieh ¢ 22 YIEs Astny

GES Azel AL FA 4L Aofste”

Now he’s talking about your relationship to the Lord. The Bible says
“love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. He that hath the
love of the world in his heart hath not the love of the Father. For all that is in
the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, the pride of life, is not of
God” (1 John 2:16), but it is a part of the whole worldly system. You are not of
the world. You're a stranger. You're a pilgrim. A& HE=Z+= o2 &3 g9
TAC Hete] ek AFUTE AL “o] Aol Al e AES AFEA
gt FaEA AldE AR opm A o] AMRe] 1 ol QA olysiY o] =
Aol = EE Zol S41e A& ko] ASI ol Aoy o

OfRAI AR FEol & Zo] ofya Adem Fol 2 FolF(add 2:15.16)1L
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As a stranger and a pilgrim, “t}1U] ¢} 3¢l & Y3 = Aty

abstain from the fleshly lusts (2:11), SA¢ AHELS
A o} ske}”

“All that is of the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the
eyes,” “abstain from these fleshly lusts,” “A|%ol] &= EE Ao
Falel AL okEmeo] A&y oMo AFolY SAY AHEES
Aojste}” a1 AL Yo

which war against your soul (2:11); 9425 A28 A9+

They would destroy you. ZAEL oS Iy Zd Aolghar gy}

Having your manner of life honest among the Gentiles: that,
whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your
good works, which they behold, glorify God in the day of visitation

(2:12). “Y3|7} owtel FoA FAS MatA 7 YIS ot
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So live a life that is a witness before the world. They may say ugly
things to you. They may sneer at you. They may mock you. But let your life be
a witness that when the Lord raptures you, they're going to say, Wow, that guy
was right, you know. He was really a neat guy, you know, he was all right. He
did the right thing, you know, oh man. So, they will. $-8+& Aol F2A9
are Aolol ddu. AEE2 YA FEHE wer= sta HRr= &
AdUe. oA dalodd e dFUT SHAINE AHES S0 s AP AL
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Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's

sake (2:13): “Cl7bo] A& EE AEE F= sl £=E3sy"

Now again, as a witness, as a testimony. There are some laws that are
hard to live with, but as a Christian, submit yourself to them. <52 F O 24,
FAAZA Foprhrlo] QE o] Aol el 94 AAW YL A sEA0EA
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whether it be to the king, as supreme; Or unto governors, as unto them that
are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them
that do well. For so is the will of God (2:13-15) “=-2 9l = Folu
Se ohst A% Fusta AYshes AR T dste] 19 B

wpo) A e}

That you submit to the ordinances of man. That’'s God’'s will for you.

Al PAAENA RPN TR0 $E F shbdel FYh

that with your well doing you might put to silence the
ignorance of foolish men (2:15): “& Adgo =z ofg]A 2 AlghE9]

A B oA ol

So really, the position that the Jehovah Witnesses take in not saluting the
flag and conscientious subjections, and so forth, is really not a scriptural
position. We are to submit to the ordinances of man, to every ordinance, for the
Lord’s sake, even though we may grind at it, for the Lord’s sake. It's God’s will
that we not be an offence. We might put to silence the ignorance of foolish men.
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As free but not using your liberty as a cloak of malicious
maliciousness (2:16), “71 A= oS 7he] 9= W 224 i 94
el F3} 2o sl
Now coming back to Christmas celebration, I'm free to do it; I'm free not

to do it. That’s to me the glorious thing. A Christmas tree, I'm free to have one,
I'm free not to have one. Don’t get hung up in a legal kind of a thing. God
doesn’t want a legal relationship with you; He wants a loving relationship with
you. And so I'm free, but yet be careful that you don’t use your freedom just to
cover your own maliciousness. A @ AntA FAE A2 5o FAT Y= AR
AHrasdds 2 Ee Vidske AR AREa A @ AR Aassddh
70l Yol Al e AolA 8. Agavts EY, EE Ue EFE VM=
Ao = Aetar zbA = Aol Ardyn. T FHA dAE gretof stk
A
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Say, Well, I'm free in Jesus’ name. You're not really free to live after the
flesh or the lust of your flesh; you're free not to live after the lust of your flesh.
That’s a freedom the world doesn’t have; they're bound by their flesh. They're
slaves to their flesh. But freedom that we have in Christ is that we don’t have to

live after our flesh anymore. Thank God. What a glorious freedom. So don’t use



that freedom just as a cover. Well, I'm free in Jesus. I'm not under law, under
grace I'm free. Don't use that as a cloak for maliciousness. “U+= o529 o|&
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Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour
the king (2:17). “ZAMES F4sty FJAE A>eh sudS
Felgsi 92 g
Servants, be subject to your masters with all reverence; not only to the

good and the gentle, but also to the mean ones. For this is thankworthy, if a

man for conscience towards God endures grief, suffering wrongfully (2:18-19).

ApgrEel WAl FelogoR FALA #¥etd Msn wBgss AdAn
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Because of my conscience towards God, I've been wrongfully accused
and [ suffer the grief of being wrongfully accused. That’s thankworthy, that’s
praiseworthy. That’s grace. Actually the word is “this is grace”, if a man for
conscience toward God endures grief, though he has been persecuted
wrongfully. 3tUES &3t AW, Y= HI3A 1425 D7 = sl 1

Az Aste] 2 2T AL Aol YHUT. 17 AW AT W@ dojx, 237
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For what glory is it, if, when you are buffeted for your faults (2:20),

“H7E dol i sta Fow FE& Fzke] fled e’

And servants were often buffeted by their masters. You make a mistake
and he’d come and cuff you, you know, serve some temperamental master, yell
and cuff you every time you did something wrong. You are a servant. Well, a lot
of times you know you walk away, and boy, if [ had a chance, man, I'd really nail
you one, you know. You go mumbling under your breath of revenge and
everything else. But “what glory is it, if, when you are buffeted for your faults.”
Say you’ve done something stupid and you get cuffed and you take it well; so
what? You had it coming. FE< FUSH A7 9% FYY, Fo] AFE 3}
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but if, when you have done well, you suffer, and you take it

patiently (2:20), “24] 4& dggo=z uts i Fow”
This proves something. — (0] @0 SH3taL YUl L))

this is acceptable with God (2:20). “o]i= 3&fivpd <o
ofFoh-4 e



Suffering wrongfully. How we hate to do this, don't we? If we get
punished when we are actually innocent, man, how we cry. I mean, I've had that
happen to me. My father was, had a short fuse. I mean, he was very quick to
react. He was a reactor. He was a responder and then he would think later.
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And my youngest brother would take advantage of this. Now he came
along some seven years after me so he’s just a little kid. We all loved him. I'm
serious. I mean, my brother Bill, I loved him dearly. But he knew that being the
little brother, he was sort of a Joseph in the family come lately. My dad said to
my mom, If you will give me a redheaded freckle—-face boy; buy you a Cadillac
car. Well, he was born and he had red hair and of course, he developed freckles
as he grew up. My mom never did get a Cadillac, but you know, promised her
anything but give her our page. He did give her perfume. But my youngest
brother would start screaming and my dad would come out, feeling off his belt
and he’d belt my other brother and I. And after belting us, then he’d say, What
happened? o] 9] FAL2 ofx|e] o]elgt AEFS adiE o]ojdA Q.
7oy obefel TS A ofdeilssdd 8 U EF7E O ofolE
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Well, my youngest brother, he’d just look at us and laugh. He'd say, I'm
going to get you guys in trouble, you know. If you know we had done something
he didn’t like, okay, I'm going to get you and he’d start screaming. Dad would
come up, give up the belting and then he’d say, All right, what happened? What
happened? Well, we didn’t do anything, you know. Why was he screaming? And
then he’d find out and well, I'm sorry, you know, but. And boy, I mean, we would
really make my dad suffer for that kind of stuff; you know, we were punished
unjustly. Oh man, we would get all righteous indignation and just, you know, you
did that. But you know, in reality, I did so many things I should have gotten
belted for and he never found out. But I always figured I was still on the plus
side, you know. Z1#{a} =] EAL -2E whe] vigRUEY 2 Rojiiola.
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Now Peter is saying, Look, if you deserve a spanking and you get one,
and you take it patiently, so what? You had it coming. But if you don’t deserve
and yet you get a spanking and you take it patiently, hey, then that's acceptable.
For God’s sake you accepted graciously persecution or buffeting or things that
come your way where you are really innocent. You don’t have it coming. Rather
than getting all upset and threatening and everything else, taking it patiently.
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For even hereunto were you called: because Christ left us
the example (2:21), “°o]& 93t Y3|7F HF=24L Yoy

aeaEE UsE ete] myhg woal sl Be A
He also suffered for us. And in His suffering He left the example for us.
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that we should follow his steps: [for you see] He did no sin, neither was
any guile in his mouth: And when he was reviled, He didn’t revile back at them
again when he suffered, he did not threaten (2:21-23); “A# = we} A 3y
shR=yet A= HE WA okdsiAa 1 jlell A= gloAr S5 oA
Al &351A] o pA| AL aivhES WO AIE] 9] 8] ofy]ElA| AL

“As the lamb before her shearers is dumb, so he opened not his mouth”
(Isaiah 53:7). “m}x] =g o =z HH7le ofd &3 9 Fhe A ol #Axde &

2ol 71 gL dx oly 3 =T (AF53:7)



I'll get even with you. You wait till the Day of Judgment, you'll fry, man,
you know. He didn’t threaten. “H &&= 1S 3 Aol X vk Y7} Hgle} gA &
Zelm o Awe] @A Usle Anele delA wgseU. s ad
AR S Boswuh,

but He committed himself to him that judges righteously

(2:23): "7 Fo =2 Astrl= Aol Al F-EEkA "

And this is the thing. When things come our way, we can't understand,
just commit your life to God. Well Lord, it's all in Your hands. And don’t get all
threatening and I'll get even and all this kind of stuff. Just commit it all to God.
o ool $¥ el AW W e AT & glEUrh 1A i)
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Jesus said, If you love those that love you; so what? The heathens do that. You
should love those that hate you. Then that really proves that God’s love dwells
in you. So if you're persecuted, you got it coming; then so what? But if you
don’t and you take it well, if you learn to just commit your life to God, Well, it’s
all in the Lord’s hand. Oh but that isn't fair. That’s not right. [ know it isn’'t but
vet, you know, God’s taking care of it. God will take care of it. And if we’'ll learn
to just commit our ways completely to God, then God will take care of it.
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Now if you are out to defend yourself, then God will let you. But if you will
learn to just commit the thing to God, say, "Well, the Lord will take care of it, it
doesn’t matter. The Lord’s going to handle it”; then the Lord will handle it. He
will take care of it. And so learn to just really commit your life to Him. As Peter
will tell us in the next chapter or two, “If you suffer according to the will of God
just commit the keeping of your soul to him as a faithful creator.” (1 Peter
4:19).  FE7F 9 AdE wojstdal cfjEss sude 2R SRS
ofelits uHy FAYUG. ARt studA o] ZAE fHsE WHe wfevd,
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Jesus is our example. He suffered wrongfully at the hands of man. We
should follow in His steps. He didn’t pour out guile from His mouth when they
were doing these things. In fact, what did He say as they were nailing Him to
the tree? He said, “Father, forgive them, they know not what they do” (Luke
23:34). That’s your example. “Pray for those,” Jesus said, “who despitefully use

you  (Matthew 5:44). And so you are the servant of God. “He threatened not



but committed Himself to Him that judges righteously.” “Father, into your hands
[ commend my spirit’ (Luke 23:46). d<F7AA= 89 o] HAYY. 1+
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Who his own self bore our sins in his own body on the tree

(2:24), R3] el 2 7 Bow ol HT wego)

It was your sins that Jesus was bearing there. He was suffering
wrongfully. He had not sin; it was for your sins that He suffered. Bearing your
sins in His body on the tree, o714 A& 7te] &)l AL oo HE 93t
AolAsUY. v J&dA LES Dekdsyth 2 HrE gledl Eoldeol =
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that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness:
by whose stripes you were healed (2:24). “o]&= S8 = o
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I think that it is wrong to limit that healing to just spiritual healing as

some seek to do. I think that it is broader than that. U4 oj@ o]Eo] o] X
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For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned to
the Shepherd and the overseer of your souls (2:25). “43]7}
Aoll= 3 o] AE AJHY olAl= YE &9 Hxe =

A olel Al Eopg=ya

So he is quoting actually freely from Isaiah, fifty—-third chapter, “All we
like sheep have gone astray; we’ve turned every one to our own way; God laid
on him the iniquities of us all” (Isaiah 53:6). “Who in his own self bare our sins
in his own body on the tree. We being dead to sins should live unto

MW

righteousness by whose stripes you are healed.” “For we were as sheep going
astray. All we like sheep have gone astray but God laid on Him the iniquities of
us all.” MI=2= ofAbols3d Bas AaAl &t syt “vEe o &
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So we have this glorious salvation, the hope, the living hope of an
inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, fades not away. We rejoice with a joy
unspeakable in full of glory because we are heirs of eternal life through Jesus
Christ. And we are going to inherit that eternal kingdom and we will live and
reign with Him, world without end. $d&+¥ 9328 L T4 A 2%4S d&
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Oh, what a blessed hope and what a glorious future await every child of
God as we wait for our King to come and manifest Himself. What good words of
exhortation. Go back this next week and read the first two chapters again. Let it
soak in. Let the richness of it just feed your spirit, that you might grow and
il Zhed Zidee BEE shud 9
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Father, thank You for Your good Word. May Your Holy Spirit now apply
the truth in our daily lives. Help us, Lord, as we live in the world not to partake
of the world. Help us, Lord, not to live after the flesh but to live after the Spirit,
knowing that we are dead to the flesh to the old life. May we be alive unto You
in and through Jesus Christ. Oh Lord, our Lord, how excellent is Thy name in all
the earth. Thy glory fills the heavens and they fill our hearts and our lives
tonight. May we live to the praise of Thy glory. In Jesus’ name, Amen. ©}H A,
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So much food and all to be found there, I feel like —— I like to just start
all over right now and go back through these first two chapters again. Just to,
you know, suck out more of the richness that is there. But we'll leave that for
you to do on your own. Go back and review it. “Desire the sincere milk of the
word that you might grow thereby.” & 9 U233 BE Zo] W 7L
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God bless you, give you a very fulfilling week as you walk in fellowship
with Him. Anointed by the Spirit of God, may you live after the Spirit, that new
life of the Spirit that is yours through Christ, being born again by the Spirit to
this living hope, to this inheritance that is yours through faith. God bless you
and keep you in His love, in Jesus’ name. 39 o5& o8 &S H5T ).
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